Murray State University
Department of Music

Vocal/Choral Unit Handbook

Introduction

This handbook is a supplement to the MSU Department of Music Undergraduate Handbook and
the University Bulletin; the policies herein amplify certain sections of these publications and
expand upon matters specifically related to vocal music study.

Degree Programs in Voice

Please see the Department of Music Undergraduate Handbook for dessrutd sample
degree sheets.

BM Performance*

BM Education

BM Musical Theatre

BM Composition

BA/BS Performance Track



* Perform tonal and rhythmic menyoexercises

For the BM in Musical Theatre:
Two contrasting musical theatre selections from musicals (including film musicals), reviews, operettas,
music theatre song cycles or music theatre song literature.

Monologue: One monologue, not to exceed 60 seconds

Dance audition: Students will have the option of completing either a live dance call or submitting a video
showing movement skills. Details for this portion of the audition are available on the Music Department
website under Admissions/Scholarships.

If you are currently a Murray State Voice major, and you are looking to change to the Musical Theatre
degree, you will submit your audition requirements at your final jury or participate in the group dance
class.

Applicants wishing to use an MSU accomimnust provide music in the correct key with any
cuts clearly marked. Rehearsal time is not guaranteed.

Applicants appearing on campus during regularly scheduled audition days may also attend an
informational session and a student panel discussion.

Degree change

Student wishing to transfer into a degree program to which they have not previously been admitted may
use the semester jury as an audition. Students must notify their voice teacher, and sign up for one 4-
minute time slot above the required time for the current degree (e.g., a sophomore Music Education major
wishing to transfer into the B.M. Performance would sign up for 12 minutes instead of 8).

Secondary/Elective Study
A music major wishing to study voice as a secondary instrument or a student wishing to study voice as an
elective must perform an audition for the voice faculty or be accepted into a studio pending area approval.

N.B. Private instruction beyond the requirents for a student’s degree may be requested but is not
guaranteed.

Student responsibility

The vocal student is responsible for knowing and adhering to the guidelines for applied study as
documented in this handbook and the applied voice syllabus,yanfowvith regard to studio class,
service learning, and performing requirements, as these may differ among the studios.

Ethics and professionalism

Voice students are to behave ethically and responsibly in their relationship with the applied teacher. The
teacher should be notified of any performing or vocal study outside of MSU. Additionally, students
should be respectful of the time and servicehefarofessionals with whom they work. This includes
punctuality for all classes, lessons, and rehearsals, and prompt and full compensation for collaborative



pianist services. Students are encouraged to be mindful that they represent their teacher and Murray State
University in their behavior, demeanor, and appearance both on and off campus.

Studio assignments
Studio assignments are made in order to facilitate the student’s success, taking into consideration voice
type, personality, and studio load. Should a student request a specific teacher, every attempt will be made

to honor that request.



with the registrar for the exact date by which the grade must be changed. Incompletes are rarely given,



Applied Voice Requirements
BM Music Ed, BM Performance, BA/BA Music, Minor in Music

Course/Hrs. Sem. Lesson Memorized  Additional Hearing/length
Selections Languages*









MUS 166/366 Vox Lumina Treble Chorus, Dr. AimquisR(9:30410:45)



Una Voce

Members perform in black on black concert attire. The standard outfit is a black dress shirt and black
bottoms with black belt, black socks and black shoes. Other all black options can be approved by the
director upon request.

EQ Blu
Members of EQ Blu coordinate outfits as a groso no standard uniform is required, but students will be
expected to acquire clothing that meets the agreed upon style.

Town and Gown Chorale
Same as Concert Choir.

Music

Music for choral ensembles will be issued to students from the choral liBtbryusic must be returned

to the music library at the end of the semester. Any student who does not return music or has defaced,
destroyed, or lost scores will not receive a grade in the class until the student has paid for replacement
scores.

Travel

Students in choral ensembles should expect to travel several days per semester; participation in tours and
off campus performances is required. Students are expected to dress and behave professionally when
touring with any MSU Ensemble or group. Specificdglines for travel attire will be furnished by each
ensemble director.

Attendance

Each ensemble director’s syllabus outlines specific expectations and supersedes these guidelines. On time
attendance to all regularly scheduled rehearsals, dress reheardgderformances is expected. Absence

from a performance without prior arrangement with the director will result in a semester grade of E.

Main Stage Musical Productions

Each academic year, the departments of Music and Theatre jointly produce a musical, an opera, or an
Operetta. Auditions are open to all students and students studying voice are strongly encouraged to
participate.

Ensemble requirements by degree
Concer



BM Musical Treatre: Seven semesters

BM Composition: Six semesters

BA/BS (except Mus. Bus.): Eight semesters of ensemble, of which at least six
must be a major ensemble.

BA/BS Music Business/Music: Four semesters of major ensemble.



