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PERFORMANCE HEARINGS 
 
1. All degree and non-degree recitals/concertos will be heard in their entirety by the keyboard faculty 

no less than two calendar weeks before the scheduled recital date. The hearing will be passed or 
failed by vote of the faculty. If the hearing is passed, the recital may be presented as scheduled. If it 
is failed, the recital must be rescheduled, and a new hearing scheduled as stated above. In some 
cases, faculty may ask to rehear a portion of the program one week before the original scheduled 
recital date. 

 
2. No faculty hearing is required for the junior BM Education public performance requirement unless 

the student schedules an official half or full Junior Recital performance. 
 

3. All keyboard assists will be heard by the student’s applied teacher during the regular hearing for the 
primary recitalist.  

 
4. It is the responsibility of the student, in consultation with his/her teacher, to see that the performance 

hearing is scheduled and to notify the keyboard faculty at least 2–3 weeks before the hearing.  
 

5. Students must be enrolled in applied lessons during the semester of both the hearing and the recital. 
There are no exceptions to this policy.  

 
 
APPEALS
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MAJOR ENSEMBLE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Piano majors are required to perform in a major ensemble during each semester in which they are 

enrolled in applied study. (MUS 136/336 may substitute for a major ensemble if needed.)  
 
2. While certain flexibility is assumed when piano majors choose their ensembles, the Keyboard Unit 

Coordinator reserves the right to assign piano students to a specific ensemble when the need 
arises, and students are expected to adjust their class schedules to meet this need. 

 
3. Generally, students in the BM Music Education degree program follow the ensemble requirements 

of their chosen field; thus, Vocal Music Ed students typically enroll in a choral ensemble, while 
Instrumental Music Ed majors typically enroll in an instrumental ensemble. 

 
 
PIANO STUDIO CLASSES 
 
All students enrolled in Applied Piano lessons are required to attend weekly studio classes. It is the 
student’s responsibility to know when studio classes meet, and to adjust his/her schedule accordingly. 
 
 
FUNCTIONAL KEYBOARD CLASSES 
 
Functional Keyboard classes are required of all music majors. Most freshman piano majors, because of 
their prior experience, do not need to enroll in MUS 172 and 175 and may take the Challenge Test for 
these courses at any point. Enrollment in MUS 272 and 275 (Functional Keyboard III and IV) should be 
done in consultation with each student’s applied professor, the Keyboard Unit Coordinator, and/or 
his/her advisor. If taken, they should be taken concurrently with MUS 270/271 and 273/274. It is always 
the student’s responsibility to know the requirements of his/her degree program and to register to take 
the appropriate Challenge Tests if desired. All piano majors, regardless of their degree program, must 
be proficient at the MUS 275 (Keyboard IV) level prior to graduation.  
 
 
MUS 496: PIANO PEDAGOGY 
 
Since most piano students who graduate with their music degree will teach piano privately at some point 
in their lives, all piano majors are required to enroll in MUS 496 (Piano Pedagogy) for 2 credits, ideally 
during the Junior or Senior years. The course is not offered each semester, so it is the student’s 
responsibility to check with the Keyboard Unit Coordinator about when the course will be offered.  
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UNDERGRADUATE LEVELS OF PIANO STUDY: REPERTOIRE SYLLABUS 
 

Level  Representative Repertoire*          
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VIII Bach, Selections from The Well-Tempered Clavier; Toccatas 
 Haydn, Sonata in C, Hob. XVI/50; Sonata in Eb, Hob. XVI/51 
 Mozart, Sonata in C, K. 331; Sonata in D, K. 576 
 Beethoven, Sonata in Ab, Op. 26; Op. 31 Sonatas 
 Chopin, Etudes, Opp. 10 & 25; Scherzo No. 2, Op. 31 
 Debussy, Estampes 
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 Five-Finger Patterns, all keys (MM=120) 
 Mendelssohn Etudes, Op. 104b 
 Easier Chopin Etudes (Op. 25/2; 25/1, 10/6) 
 
VI 
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CURRICULUM OUTLINES BY MAJOR 
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performance. This performance must be presented on an official Department of Music 
sanctioned event, which is open to the public and Recital Credit is given. 

• Both the Junior Recital and Concerto Performance may happen only after the sophomore 
proficiency has been passed.  

• 
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o During the semester, students are expected to learn/memorize at least three pieces of 
contrasting styles. 

•
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• Under no circumstances is applied piano study available to students without prior formal training 
in piano.  

• Repertoire and Technique requirements for Elective Piano Study are the same as the BM 
Performance Vocal requirements, above. 

 


