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M U R R AY S TAT E . E D U / C A R E E R  

CURRICULUM VITAE (CV) WRITING 
A curriculum vitae or CV is a comprehensive biographical statement (usually 3+ pages) that emphasizes qualifications/activities and 
is organized so most relevant areas stand out: It should be clear, concise and consistent. Unless a vita is requested, send a résumé. 

WHEN WILL I USE A CV? 
Other cultures often expect a CV, but the 
expectations vary greatly. Please research 
CV writing tips and strategies for other 
countries as they will differ from the tips 
provided here.  

In the United States, a CV is often used in 
higher education in the following ways: 

² To focus on academic pursuits, omitting 
material not directly related to 
educational background/achievement. 

² To address faculty roles such as 
teaching: courses taught/developed, 
research, service, professional 
memberships and presentations. 
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